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Elephant ears enjoyed at N Bonnewlle Senlor Center

e O

The Rosander/Graber family of Stevenson enjoys elephant ears on the front
lawn of the North Bonneville Senior Center.

Why some domestic

violence victims
choose to stay

Submitted by Skama-
nia County Council on
Domestic Violence and
Sexual Assault (SCCD-
VS4)

When domestic vio-
lence makes headlines,
one question is repeated
again and again: “Why
didn't they just leave?”
It is a question rooted in
misunderstanding. Leav-
ing an abusive relation-
ship is not simple, and
for many victims, it is
not immediately safe. To
build a community that
truly supports survivors,
we must understand the
complex reasons many
victims stay — and how
we can help without
judgment.

Fear and Escalation of
Violence

The most dangerous
time for a victim is when
they attempt to leave.
Abusers often escalate
their violence when they
feel their control slip-
ping. Many victims stay
because they believe —
often correctly — that
leaving could put them
or their children at great-
er risk. Staying can be a
strategic act of survival.

Financial Barriers

Economic abuse is
common. Victims may
have no access to money,
transportation, or em-
ployment. They may fear
homelessness or losing
custody of their children.
When someone has been
financially isolated for
years, leaving can feel
impossible.

Children, Family and
Community Pressure

Victims often stay
to protect their children
from instability or be-
cause they fear losing
them in court. Some
face pressure from fam-
ily, faith communities,
or cultural expectations
that discourage separa-
tion. These pressures can
be powerful and deeply
rooted.

Psychological
Manipulation and
Trauma Bonding
Abusers rarely be-

gin relationships with

violence. They start
with affection, promises
and trust-building. Over
time, cycles of abuse
and reconciliation create
emotional bonds that are
difficult to break. Vic-
tims may hope the abuser
will change or believe
the abuse is their fault.
Lack of Trust in
Systems

Many victims have
sought help before and
were dismissed or left
without meaningful pro-
tection. Some fear retali-
ation, community judg-
ment, or involvement
from child protective
services. When systems
fail, victims may feel saf-
er staying with the harm
they know.

Love and Hope

It may be uncomfort-
able to acknowledge, but
many victims love their
partners. They remember
who the abuser was be-
fore the violence. They
hope for change. Love
does not erase danger,
but it complicates the de-
cision to leave.

How Community
Members Can Safely
Intervene

Witnessing domestic
violence can be fright-
ening, and people often
don’t know what to do.
Safety — for the victim,
for you and for any chil-
dren present — must al-
ways come first.

If you witness domestic

violence:
Do not physically
intervene. Abusers

may become more Vvio-
lent, and victims may
be harmed further. Your
safety matters too.

Call 911 if someone
is in immediate danger.
Provide clear details: lo-
cation, description and
whether weapons are in-
volved.

Use verbal interrup-
tion from a safe dis-
tance. If safe, you can
say something like, “I’'m
calling for help,” or “Is
everyone okay?” This
can disrupt the situation
without escalating it.

Continued on p. 6

Photos courtesy of Senior Services of Skamania County
Cheryl Wright and Jim Nolan prepare elephant
ears at the North Bonneville Senior Center on Sat-
urday, July 11. The sales support the nonprofit
organization which provides meals to seniors on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The fundraiser brought

in more than $500.

Stevenson ice cream shop
under new ownership

Longtime
local
residents
purchase
Scoopy’s
Social Club

By Stevenson Downtown
Association

Scoopy’s  Social Club,
a downtown Stevenson
staple during the summer
months, is now under the
ownership of Desirae and
Joe Bainbridge. The couple
purchased the beloved ice
cream shop from Justin and
Courtney Gross in June and
opened later that month for
the busy season.

“We are so excited to be
a part of the vibrant down-
town business community
here in Stevenson,” said De-
sirae, who primarily runs the
shop with the help of return-
ing summer staff. “Scoopy’s
is a special place and we are
honored to continue that —
not just for our local friends
and neighbors, but for the

Photo courtesy of SDA

Desirae and Joe Bainbridge.

visiting families and vaca-
tioners who come to visit
our amazing town. Our goal
is for Scoopy’s to be a last-
ing part of those traditions,
creating memories that peo-
ple will look back on fondly
for years to come.”

Scoopy’sis located at 196
SW 2nd Street in Stevenson
and open hours are 12 to 9
p-m. Monday through Sun-
day, through October.

The Bainbridges both
grew up in Stevenson, at-
tending the same schools
as their children and each
of them bring an exten-
sive career in the local
hospitality industry with a
combined 40 years of ser-
vice experience. Justin and
Courtney Gross purchased
Granny’s  Gedunk Ice
Cream Parlor in 2021 and

Continued on p. 2

Digital payments now accepted
in Washington’s national forests

Washington’s  nation-
al forests are expanding
digital payment options at
recreation sites. Visitors
can now pay fees using
the Recreation.gov mobile
app at certain trailheads,
day-use areas and camp-
grounds across the state.
Digital payments reduce
cash-handling and van-
dalism, allowing For-
est Service staff to spend
more  time  maintain-
ing recreation facilities
and  assisting  visitors.
Download the app and set
up a Recreation.gov ac-
count before visiting any of
Washington’s five national
forests. Visitors can scan
a QR code on-site and pay
instantly, even without cell
service, as long as the app
is downloaded and set up in
advance. Record the con-
firmation code on the pro-
vided slip and display it at
your vehicle or campsite.
America the Beautiful and
Northwest Forest Passes
remain valid at most day-

Passes can be purchased on-
line, at local vendors, or at
Forest Service offices. For
information on purchasing
passes go online to www.
fs.usda.gov/r06/passes.
Some sites operated by
concessionaires may
not accept digital pay-
ment or passes. Always
check the forest website
for site specific details or
contact the local ranger
district before visiting.
Cashless forests include:

Okanogan -Wenatchee
National Forest

All Forest Service man-
aged fee sites are fully
cashless. Sites managed
by concessionaires con-
tinue to accept cash or
check, with some also ac-
cepting digital payment.
More information: www.
fs.usda.gov/r06/okanogan-
wenatchee/newsroom/
stories/digital-payment-
now-required-most-recre-
ation-sites.
Olympic National Forest

vice managed fee sites
are fully cashless.
Self-service automated fee
machines are available at
select locations, including
Quinault Rainforest Trail-
head, outside the Quinault
Office (Willaby and Falls
Creek Campground fees
are collected at this sta-
tion), outside the Quil-
cene Office, Lena Lake
Trailhead (Lena Lake and
Hamma Hamma Camp-
ground fees are collected
as this station), Big Creek
Campground, Seal Rock

Campground/Day Use
Area and Klahowya Camp-
ground/Day Use Area.

More information: www.
fs.usda.gov/r06/olympic/
newsroom/stories/cashless-
digital-payments-and-self-
service-fee-booth-options
Forests accepting both
digital payment and cash/
check include:
Colville National Forest
Several Forest Service
managed campgrounds
are now accepting digi-

News
Briefs

Two vehicles
in car collison
on St. Rt. 14

At 8:04 a.m. on July 6,
two vehicles were in a col-
lision while traveling East-
bound on State Route 14 at
milepost 117.

The Washington State
Patrol reports that a blue
2003 Honda Accord with
driver, Amanda Deiss,
White Swan, and passen-
ger, Frank Lewis, White
Swan, was turning left
onto a county road. A red
2012 Toyota Scion driven
by Amy Wilcox, Roos-
evelt, attempted to pass
and struck the first vehicle.

Deiss and Lewis were
determined to be not in-
jured, however Wilcox
was transported to Klicki-
tat County Hospital as a
precautionary  measure.
Both vehicles have report-
able damage.

Courtesy Washington
State Patrol

Domestic violence
survivors will
gather to listen

A private listening ses-
sion for survivors and vic-
tims of domestic violence
will be held Thursday, July
16 at 5 p.m. at the Ska-
mania County Council on
Domestic  Violence and
Sexual Assault (SCCDVA)
office.

This event will be con-
fidential, but anyone who
wants to share their story
and listen to others is in-
vited to attend by calling
(509) 427-4210 ahead of
time or arriving at the door.

“This gathering is a
safe, confidential space
where you can share your
experiences, concerns,
and ideas,” the SCCDVA
wrote.

Childcare is avail-
able for those who need
it. Light food will be pro-
vided.

The SCCDVA’s located
at 40 SW Cascade Ave,
Suite 110 Stevenson, WA
98648.

Skamania Port
hosts chamber
Happy Hour

The Port of Skama-
nia County will host the
monthly Skamania Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce
Happy Hour event on
Wednesday, July 15.

The social gathering is
scheduled from 4:30 p.m.
to 6 p.m. at the port’s of-
fices located at 212 SW
Cascade Avenue in Ste-

venson.

Tickets are $5 for
chamber members and
$10 for non-members. It
includes appetizers and
beverages.

This is an opportunity
to learn more about the
event host, as well as get-
ting to know other cham-
ber members and those in

use fee sites and trailheads. All Forest Ser-  Continued on p.5 the community.
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